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• None

• *Used an AI Image generator for comedic relief*
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Disclosures
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“Am I going to die from this surgery?”



‘Experts, whose instincts have been 
honed with thousands of hours of 
experience, tend to make great snap 
judgements…

… For Novices, the kinds of decisions 
they make in an instant are dangerous: 
hopelessly contaminated with bias and 
misinformation and faulty assumptions.’

- Malcom Gladwell
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Any death in elective ventral hernia repair is 
unacceptable

Functionally dependent

Hemodialysis 

Complex AWR  

Complex AWR  

Cirrhosis
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Any death in elective ventral hernia repair is 
unacceptable



1. To establish the 90-day mortality rate of elective ventral hernia repair using a 

hernia-specific database

2. Understand the risk factors that lead to death 

3. Understand how the adoption of MIS has impacted mortality rate
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Any death in elective ventral hernia repair is 
unacceptable
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The mortality of elective elective VHR is 0.2%
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The mortality of elective elective VHR is 0.2%
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The mortality of elective elective VHR is 0.2%

OPEN – 62

ROBOTIC - 8

LAP - 2 
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The mortality risk is 8x higher in emergency repairs



• Mortality is 0.2% for all comers

• Wound class, hernia grade, ASA, and myofascial release are related to increased 

mortality 

• Emergency surgery 8x more likely to lead to death – especially with COPD, on A/C, or in 

the presence of liver failure or ascites

• Not enough data to assess impact of MIS

Division Name or Footer20

Conclusions
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"The key to good decision making is not 
knowledge. It is understanding. We are swimming 
in the former. We are desperately lacking in the 
latter.”

- Malcom Gladwell



THANK YOU


