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Disclosures

• None



Undeniable

• Additional education is good

• We need specialized training for complex
abdominal wall reconstruction

• Widespread:
- Widely diffused or prevalent 



Why Shouldn’t We Have More 
Widespread Fellowship Training in 
AWR/Hernia?

David Krpata, MD









What’s the point of a Fellowship?

• To gain an advanced skill set for a specific 
reason after developing a foundation of 
knowledge and/or experience.



https://www.fellowshipcouncil.org/designation-descriptions-and-criteria/





https://www.fellowshipcouncil.org/designation-descriptions-and-criteria/



Advanced Skills in Hernia Surgery



Solution

• Widespread reform of General Surgery 
Residency training to focus on the 
foundational skills required to repair >90% 
of hernias.



https://www.fellowshipcouncil.org/designation-descriptions-and-criteria/



Have we complicated the routine?

• What is the right repair for a 4-7 cm hernia?
- IPOM

- ETEP

• Is intraperitoneal mesh truly unsafe?
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Alienates General Surgeons



Summary

• Hernia is the domain of the general surgeon

• We should refocus our efforts to improve hernia 
education in residency training

• Fellowship training in AWR should be complex

• Reconsider techniques that take routine and 
make it complex



Thank You!


	Slide 1: The Potential Downside of More Widespread Fellowship Training in AWR/Hernia
	Slide 2: Disclosures
	Slide 3: Undeniable
	Slide 4: Why Shouldn’t We Have More Widespread Fellowship Training in AWR/Hernia?
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: What’s the point of a Fellowship?
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Advanced Skills in Hernia Surgery
	Slide 13: Solution
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Have we complicated the routine?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Have we complicated the routine?
	Slide 19: Summary
	Slide 20: Thank You!

