
 AMERICAS HERNIA SOCIETY QUALITY COLLABORATIVE FOUNDATION
SM

AHSQC Quality Improvement Summit Program 
 

Thursday, December 12, 2019  
 
1:00- 1:30pm Attendee Arrival and Networking Lunch 

1:00- 1:30pm Welcome, Introduction & Objectives: Michael Rosen, MD, AHSQC Medical Director;  
Benjamin Poulose, MD, AHSQC Director for Quality and Outcomes 
• Year in Review - What’s new in our Quality Collaborative?  
• Abdominal Core Health, what does it mean for patients and how is it our 

future?   
1:30-3:15pm Session 1: Enhancing the Patient Experience – Analyses of AHSQC Real World Data Yield 

Opportunities to Impact Patient Outcomes 
1:30-1:45pm Umbilical Hernia Repair in Women of Childbearing Age, What 

Should We Be Doing? An AHSQC Consensus 
Aldo Fafaj, MD 

1:50-2:05pm Comparison of 30-Day Outcomes in Open Versus Hybrid Robotic 
Transversus Abdominis Release 

Randy Janczyk, MD 

2:10-2:25pm Association of Smoking When Combined with Other Risk Factors 
on The Incidence of Recurrent Incisional Hernias and 
Postoperative Surgical Site Infection   

Robert Fitzgibbons, MD 

2:30-2:45pm Outcomes of Patients Undergoing Ventral/Incisional Hernia 
Repair with Removal of Chronically Infected Mesh 

Francesco Palazzo, MD 
 

2:50-3:05pm Outcomes of Ventral Hernia Repair with Concomitant 
Cholecystectomy  

TBD 
 

3:10-3:25pm Results from Complex Abdominal Wall Reconstruction and 
Ventral Hernia Repair at a Non-academic Institution can 
favorably compare to major academic centers   

Christopher Schneider, 
MD 

3:30-3:45pm Impact of Glycosylated Hemoglobin Level on Surgical Site 
Occurrences and Infections After Ventral Hernia Repair   

Jeremy Warren, MD 

3:50-4:15pm Break 

4:15-5:15pm Session 2: Opioid Reduction Strategies: How can we use the AHSQC to Help Hernia 
Surgeons Impact the Opioid Epidemic? Michael Reinhorn, MD, Chair AHSQC Opioid 
Reduction Task Force  

4:15-4:30pm Review of a Standard Protocol and the Impact at a Single 
Institution 

Jeremy Warren, MD 

4:30-4:45pm What Does the Data Show Us in The AHSQC?    Clayton Petro, MD 
 

4:45-5:00pm Building a Consensus on Opioid Prescriptions    Anthony Iacco, MD 

5:00-5:15pm Panel Discussion 
 

5:15-5:30pm Break 



 
 

5:30-7:00pm   Session 3: Break Outs: Hot Topics in Hernia Surgery – Assessing Our Options  
 Ajita Prabhu, MD  

5:30-6:30pm Break Out 1: Enhanced Recovery Protocols (ERAS) – Are we 
doing what we should be doing? 

 

5:30-6:30pm Break Out 2: Robotics in Hernia Surgery - The future or over 
hyped? 

 

5:30-6:30pm Break Out 3: Hernia Mesh- One size does not fit all! What’s the 
best option for our patients? What do we need to know when 
choosing materials?  

 

6:30-7:00pm Break Out Reports to the Group 

5:30-7:00pm Session 4: Video-based Collaborative Learning; Surgical Coaching to Improve Ventral 
Hernia Repair  Jake Greenberg, MD 

7:00pm Attendee Networking Dinner 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

7:15-8:00am Breakfast 

8:00-8:15am Thursday Recap and Friday Objectives Michael Rosen, MD 

8:15-10:15 am Session 4 (Continued): Video based collaborative learning: 
Surgical Coaching to Improve Ventral Hernia Repair Jake 
Greenberg, MD 

 

10:15-10:30 am Break  

10:30-12:30am Session 5: Enhancing Surgical Outcomes in Umbilical Hernia 
Repair: Collaborative Learning from AHSQC High Performers 

TBD 

10:30-10:50am Umbilical Hernia Repair: What Does the Data Suggest? David Krpata, MD 

10:50-11:10am Open Mesh Based Repair 
Videos – How I do It 
Our Real World Experience - AHSQC Outcomes  

 

Guy Voeller, MD 

11:10-11:30am Laparoscopic  Intraperitoneal Onlay Mesh (IPOM) Repairs 
       Videos – How I do It 

Our Real World Experience - AHSQC Outcomes  
 

TBD 

11:30-11:50am Robotic IPOM Repairs 
       Videos – How I do It 

Our Real World Experience - AHSQC Outcomes  
 

TBD 



11:50-12:10 pm 
 
 

Robotic TransAbdominal Pre-Peritoneal (TAPP)  
       Videos – How I do It 

Our Real World Experience - AHSQC Outcomes  
 

 

TBD 

12:10-12:30pm Extraperitoneal (etep) repairs 
      Videos-How I do it 
      Our Real-world experience with AHSQC Outcomes 
 

 

12:30-1:00pm   Session 6: Panel Discussion & Generation of 2019 AHSQC 
Consensus Statements on Umbilical Hernia Patient 
Management 

TBD 

  1:00pm Adjourn 

 


