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Two Steps

1. Determine if the patient has had a reoperation (usually for 
recurrence, but can be for other issues such as SSI, fistula, etc.)
• Obtain this from the EMR, similar to how you would determine if any patient had 

a reoperation since their hernia operation
• ALL patients should have an assessment for reoperation entered (yes or no)

2. Determine if the patient has had a recurrence and SSI/SSO
• Obtain this from the EMR by checking if there is a documented abdominal exam 

(from any provider) or any radiographic study (CT, MR, US) covering the area of 
the hernia repair

• Recurrence and SSI/SSO assessment (yes or no) should be entered only if there 
is a documented abdominal exam or radiographic study covering the area of the 
hernia repair



Enter Information in the Appropriate OBERD Time Window
1. For the reoperation assessment, 

the time window should be the 
most recent one and date of 
assessment is the date you do 
the lookup

2. For recurrence and SSI/SSO 
assessment, the time window 
should be the one that includes 
the date of the abdominal exam 
and/or radiographic study
• If multiple assessments on different 

dates fall within a single OBERD time 
window, just enter everything within 
that window

• If multiple assessments on different 
dates fall into separate time 
windows, enter into each separate 
time window

• Generally speaking, you can just 
enter the most recent abdominal 
exam or radiographic study
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